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SGMDO Newsletter, June 2014
From the Chair…

I hope that you have all had a good first half of the year. No doubt everyone is very busy at this time! I hope you enjoy this latest dispatch with news from our members. There is news of great achievements, but also news of sadness, as one member writes of the poor health of Jack Body, one of NZ’s most respected composers and supporters of indigenous musics of the region. No doubt many of you will know Jack, and will join me in sending your thoughts his way.
The 2014 Symposium of the SGMDO is fast approaching, to be held over 17-19 September in Madang, Papua New Guinea, in conjunction with the annual conference of the Linguistics Society of Papua New Guinea. 13 abstracts have been accepted covering music research from PNG to Tahiti. We look forward to seeing everyone who can make it. Participants will be emailed further information regarding accommodation arrangements and other details soon.
The other important September date is the deadline for abstracts for ICTM 2015, to be held in Astana, Kazakhstan in July 2015. Please see the end of this newsletter for details about a proposed Pacific panel. We encourage all members participating in the conference to consider being part of the panel.
Remember to check out our webpages if you haven’t already:

Official site: http://www.ictmusic.org/group/music-dance-oceania
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/ictmsgmdo
And finally, if you have any students or know of any others working in the area of music and dance in Oceania who are not yet members of our Study Group, please encourage them to join! 
Kirsty Gillespie
General news from our members

From Jennifer Shennan: 

Could I offer the sad news of the failing health of Dr. Jack Body, formerly Professor at Victoria University School of Music/New Zealand School of Music. Jack is a renowned New Zealand composer and a lifelong stalwart supporter of music exchanges and interactions between Asian, Pacific and New Zealand cultures. He has been responsible for a very great deal of new composition, and its publication in score and CD—his own and others—that encourages thoughtful listening of "other" musics. A celebratory volume of Jack's life and work is being prepared to mark his 70th year. It is being co-edited by Gillian Whitehead, Scilla Askew and Jennifer Shennan, and will be published by Steele Roberts in late 2014.
(This is also the 40th year of gamelan presence in New Zealand—Allan Thomas brought the first set of instruments here in 1974, from Cirebon in West Java)
Recent publications 
Gillespie, Kirsty 2013. Ethnomusicology and the mining industry: A case study from Lihir, Papua New Guinea. Musicology Australia 35 (2): 178-190.
Moulin, Jane Freeman.  2014.  "Trailing Images and Culture Branding in Post-Renaissance Hawai'i."  In Oxford Handbook on Music Revivals.   New York:  Oxford University Press.  (Also available in OxfordHandbooks Online. http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/)
Plaudits 
Hearty congratulations to the Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies for their recent Christensen Fund grant success! Read below for the story.

Christensen Fund supports book on Papua New Guinea musical instruments
By Don Niles, Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies

The Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies (IPNGS) has received a grant of USD 20,000 from the Christensen Fund. This money is to be used in the production of a major work on the musical instruments of Papua New Guinea.

For many decades the IPNGS Music Department has been documenting the music traditions of this country. Thousands of slides and photographs showing the use of musical instruments have been taken and form part of the rich collection in the IPNGS Music Archive. Assistance from the Christensen Fund will enable the Music Department to purchase a professional slide scanner and accessories to ensure that these images are reproduced to the highest possible standards.

Desktop-publication software will also be upgraded and photos of instruments in various museum and personal collections obtained so that the resulting publication will be of interest and use to many individuals and institutions locally and internationally. It is particularly hoped that it will be used extensively in the education system here. The book will be in full colour and contain over 1000 photos.

Assistance from the Christensen Fund will also enable the purchase of professional still cameras and travel to a number of regional festivals. IPNGS hopes that the resulting publication will give some indication of the outstanding diversity of traditional and contemporary instruments found in this country. The book will also serve as a guide to identifying different kinds of instruments, how they produce sound, their cultural significance, distribution, and regional distinctiveness.

Founded in 1957, the Christensen Fund is a private foundation based in San Francisco, USA. It is a non-profit, non-governmental organisation presently focused on promoting and sustaining biocultural diversity. From 1981 to 1996, the Fund supported research in biodiversity in Papua New Guinea through the Christensen Research Institute. Papua New Guinea is one of the countries in the Christensen Fund’s area of activity in Melanesia. The Fund’s Program Officer for Melanesia, Catherine Sparks, recently visited the Institute to meet with staff involved with this project.

Other regions in which the Fund is active include Mexico, Australia, Central Asia and Turkey, the southwest US, the San Francisco Bay area, and the African Rift Valley.

The Christensen Fund’s assistance celebrates cultural expression and traditional knowledge systems here and acknowledges the leading role the IPNGS plays in documenting these activities. Although this generous assistance is initially focussed on the production of a book on musical instruments, the equipment will be of tremendous use in ensuring that the Institute continues to document PNG traditions and that these materials will be available to future generations as well.

The Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies is honoured to receive such support as an expression of their confidence in its activities.
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Photo caption: Catherine Sparks visiting Music Department staff of the Institute of Papua New Guinea Studies (from left to right): Naomi Faik-Simet (dance ethnologist), Catherine, Gedisa Jacob (music archivist), Don Niles (acting director), and Edward Gende (ethnomusicologist). (Photo by Balthazar Moriguba)

Upcoming conferences and gatherings
Melanesian Festival of Arts

The 5th Melanesian Festival of Arts will take place over the 28 June to 11 July 2014 in Papua New Guinea. Event will be staged in Port Moresby and also a number of regional venues. For more information about the event please visit http://www.mfac.org.pg .
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IASPM (ANZ Branch) Conference, 2014

Conference Title: Into the Mix: People, Places, Processes  
Conference Dates: 5-7 December 2014

Venue: St David Theatre Complex, corner of St David and Cumberland Streets, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand

Organizing Committee: Jen Cattermole, Henry Johnson and Oli Wilson

 

The theme of this year’s conference is “Into the Mix”. The “mix” is both literal (referring to various stages in the production of popular music, as well as important creative processes such as sampling, remixing and DJing) and an analogy for all types of musical hybridities and encounters, the fluid nature of musical meanings and musical experiences, and the fluidity or movement of ideas, sounds and peoples. The notion of the “mix” is defined broadly; it might involve popular music production processes, a creative setting, or another space where people, places and processes are foregrounded as part of an interpretive cultural analysis. Contributions might be case-study analyses underpinned by historical, ethnographic or critical enquiry, or focused entirely on theoretical orientations addressing music production, as well as hybridity and related topics.

 

Papers will be considered that address specifically the theme of the conference in connection with one or more of its broad definitions. Questions and themes paper presenters may wish to address include, but are not limited to:

•  How are mixes interpreted and valued by different people(s) in different places?
•  Which processes (creative, social, economic etc) are involved in creating mixes?
•  What aesthetics underpin the production of mixes or cross-cultural musical collaborations?
•  What are some of the cultural, social, political and/or economic effects of mixes?
•  How are people(s), places and processes represented through the mix?
•  How do movement, process and encounter influence popular music production?
•  How does mixing enable and/or reflect fluidity, hybridity or eclecticism?
•  How might cultural space(s) or place(s) be maintained or (re)constructed in the musical mix?
Keynote Speaker: To be advised.

 

Conference Activities: A variety of conference activities are planned, including a jam night and conference dinner. Dunedin has established itself as a key eco-tourism destination, hosting unique natural attractions including an albatross colony, penguin colony and a sea lion colony. It also has a number of acclaimed breweries and top-quality restaurants.

 

Accommodation: Accommodation options to suit a variety of budgets are available within short walking distance of the conference venue. Numerous places to stay can be found at: http://www.otago.ac.nz/about/accommodation/otago000807.html. It will be expected that most conference delegates will be able to stay within walking distance to the venue.

 

Transport: Dunedin has an international airport with direct flights from major eastern Australian cities, and from Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. The following public transport options are available to and from the city: a shuttle costs about NZ$25-35 (one way); and a taxi is about NZ$100 (one way).

 

Registration: Earlybird (before 1 October); cut-off for late registration (before 1 November). The conference website will be active mid 2014 for registration. 

 
ICTM World Conference 2015

The 43rd ICTM conference will be held in Kazakhstan from 16-22 July, 2015. The call for proposals appears in the latest ICTM newsletter. If you are planning to attend the conference in Kazakhstan and would like to be part of an SGMDO/Pacific panel, please email Kirsty with your expression of interest (k.gillespie@uq.edu.au) as soon as possible. Abstracts of 300 words should be sent to Kirsty by 22 September, in order to her to collate and send onwards to the ICTM Programme Committee by the deadline of 30 September 2014. We hope to see many of you there!
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