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Humboldt Forum | Schloßplatz, 10178 Berlin, Germany 

The Humboldt Forum is a space for controversy, a place for togetherness, independence 
and a forum for diversity of positions. 

From 08th to 12th Oct 2024 the 25th Symposium of the ICTMD Study Group on Sources 
and Archives for Music and Sound Studies will be hosted at the Humboldt Forum, which 
today houses two worldwide reknown sound archives: The Berlin Phonogramm-Archiv 
and the Berlin Lautarchiv. 

The themes to be discussed on the occasion of the silver jubilee of our symposium are 
twofold: 

1. From the Wax to the Cloud: epistemological and technical challenges in the 
transformations of sound archives. 

2. Politics of Sources Restitution: possibilities, strategies and ethical issues. 

 

 



Guide concerning practical aspects of the symposium 

1. Registration 

The Registration will take place on Tuesday 8th October from 1:30pm to 2:30pm. 

Please come to Portal 1 (staff entrance) of the Humboldt Forum (see map) to register for 
the symposium and you will receive all further guidance there. Student assistants will 
accompany you to the conference room in the Phonogramm-Archiv. 

The first two days of the conference (8th/9th October) will take place in the Klangwerkstatt 
of the Berlin Phonogramm-Archiv. The remaining days will take place in the 
Seminarraum of the Humboldt Forum/Lautarchiv (10th to 12th October).  

Please be sure to preregister with your name and email address until 29th September 
2024 to phonogramm-archiv@smb.spk-berlin.de so that your participation can be 
proceeded to Portal 1 beforehand. Mobile contact throughout the symposium in case of 
need: +49 30 2093 65820 or +49 30 265950045. 

 

2. How to get to the Humboldt Forum from Flughafen Berlin Brandenburg (BER) 

The nearest airport is Flughafen Berlin Brandenburg (BER). There are several options to 
travel from Airport BER to Berlin Hauptbahnhof: 

 FEX (airport express train) 

 RB & RE (regional trains) 

 S-Bahn 

 Taxi (approximately € 70,00) 



The FEX leaves every half an hour and the journey will take about 35 minutes. RB & RE 
take about 50 minutes, also departing in reasonable half-hour intervals. S-Bahn might 
take longer or involve changing. It is recommended to choose the FEX. Please check 
convenient travel opportunities here: https://www.vbb.de/en 

3. How to get from Hauptbahnhof to Humboldt Forum 

The best way to travel from Hauptbahnhof (Berlin main station) to Humboldt Forum is by 
tube. This is very easy. Please choose the tube “U5”. This line only leaves in direction of 
Humboldt Forum. Travel time: 10 minutes. Leave the “U5” at the station “Museumsinsel”. 
There is an exit specifically named Humboldt Forum. It is very easy to find Portal 1 for 
registration from there on. 

4. Where to stay 

Low budget: Guest house of the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (self-payed): 

 Single room in appartements for two people (shared washing facilities) 49-54€ per 
night and per person (inkl. 7% Tax). The rooms have refrigerators and cooking 
facilities. Please contact christopher.li.1@hu-berlin for questions and reservations. 

The Guest house is within walking distance of the Humboldt Forum (7 minutes): 
Gästehaus HU Berlin - Suchen (bing.com) 

Medium budget: Motel One, Berlin-Alexanderplatz, Grunerstr. 11 (self-payed): 

 €499,90 (567,40 incl. Breakfast) for 4 nights 

This Hotel is within walking distance of the Humboldt Forum (3 minutes) 

Alternatively: Motel One, Hauptbahnhof, Invalidenstraße 54 

5. Catering 

Catering will be provided for the whole conference. 

6. Lunch 

For lunch on 9th, 10th & 11th October reservations will be made in Humboldt Forum’s 
bistro Lebenswelten (self-payed). We will be making reservations on short notice in the 
mornings, depending on demand. 
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7. Social Programme 

Wednesday 

The Phonogramm-Archiv and the Lautarchiv offer guided tours on Wednesday 9th 
October from 4:30pm to 6:00pm. Each guided tour may have maximum participants of 
15 people. Duration: 45 minutes. The guides tours will run parallel, so after 45 minutes 
the groups may switch to the other archive. Interest may be communicated at short 
notice during the conference. 
Participants are also invited to visit the exhibition in Humboldt Labor as well as the 
exhibitions in the Ethnologisches Museum/Museum für Asiatische Kunst. 

Thursday 

2:00pm to 3:30pm: Surprise, surprise: Exploring unknown cylinders in the Berlin 
Phonogramm-Archiv (Location: Klangwerkstatt) 

 

4:00pm–6:00pm: Joint visit to Staatliches Institut für Musikforschung – 
Musikinstrumenten-Museum (https://www.simpk.de) 
 

Friday 

Joint dinner: For a joint dinner on the last conference evening tables are reserved 
(19pm) in the restaurant Georgsbraeu (traditional Berlin dishes). The location is within 
walking distance of the Humboldt Forum. 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

https://www.simpk.de/

